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Children's Drawings by Maureen Cox

London: Penguin 1992. 244pp. RRP $16.95

rawing, according to Maureen
Cos, is a natural spontaneous
and artful activity in which
children engage more often
than any other of the pictorial activities.
Cox's message throughout this interest—
ing and readable book is that the ability
to draw in a realistic style is not
something which naturally or automat-
ically evolves as human beings grow
up. Although most young children
appear to embrace drawing with en-
thusiasm and delight, by about the age
of eight to nine years, children seem to
become dissatisfied with their efforts,
become reluctant to draw and some
give up altogether. It is at this point,
Cox argues, that adults should be able
to teach children the basic techniques
of drawing without sacrificing their
creativity and without having them
produce fixed solutions to and stereo~
typed images of pictorial problems.

The book begins with a well-rounded
introduction to the role of drawing in
human life and describes the history of
the study of children's drawing over the
past 100 years. A brief overview of the
developmental stages of children's draw—

ing which explains why children's
drawings are different to conventional
adult drawings is provided as well as an
outline of parental expectations regard—
ing children's drawings. Chapter 2
explains and illustrates children's early
drawing attempts such as scribbling,
first representations and line drawings.
Chapter 3 describes children's repres—
entations of the human figure and
covers the emergence of tadpole figures
through to the development of the
ability to draw differentiated human
figures. The ability to draw recognis—
able objects is covered in Chapter 5
with later chapters covering spatial
relationships, proportion, perspective
and typical errors in children's drawings.

An interesting chapter conceming the
diagnostic use of children's drawings
illustrates their potential use as a
source of information about individual
children's intelligence, leaming difficult-
ies, personality and emotional adjust—
ment. The limitations of such techniques
are also pointed out. The drawing abil-
ity of exceptional children is covered
in Chapter 10 with the extraordinary
drawing ability of Chinese children

highlighted. The author argues that this
ability is related to compulsory tuition
in calligraphy from a very young age
and an ability to generalise skill in
calligraphy to other graphic problems.

Throughout the book, Cox supports her
arguments with reference to research
and includes many anecdotal examples
and illustrations of children's drawings
from a local and intemational perspect-
ive. She concludes by arguing that,
because children receive little formal
tuition in drawing, both parents and
professionals have a role to play in
fostering the talents of average and
exceptional children. For those adults
who wish to offer children more guid-
ance in drawing, this book provides
interesting information about the way in
which drawing develops, the types of
skills involved and those skills that
evolve by themselves or need to be
nurtured..

Reviewer: Dr Jillian Rodd

Senior Lecturer/Psychologist, School of
Early Childhood Studies, Institute of
Education, University of Melbourne

Living Aboriginal History of Victoria: stories in the oral tradition

by Alick Jackomos & Derek Fowell

Melbourne: Cambridge University Press 1991

he jacket of Living Aboriginal

History of Victoria describes

it as not an ordinary book,

but as a corroboree in print.
Throughout this volume, the living past
of the Aboriginal people of Victoria is
brought to life through the stories told
by Koori people.

The importance of oral history in the
Koori tradition is well-known and the
authors note that there have been few
occasions in the past when Aborigines
have been able to speak directly to the
readers through the medium of print.

A vivid and moving picture of the lives
of Aboriginal people in Victoria is
provided in the volume. History has
been called the 'intersection of individ—
ual biographies', and the collection of
portraits and reminiscences of individual
Koori people pain an interesting and
disturbing canvas.

The stories were told in the oral
tradition to Derek Fowell and Alick
Jackomos by Koori people throughout
Victoria. Derek Fowell studies Aborig—
inal culture at the University of Western
Australia and has worked in the Abor-

iginal education field for many years.
Alick Jackomos was a founding mem-
ber of the Aborigines Advancement
League and, for 24 years, worked as a
community advisor to Aboriginal people.

Barriers confronting individual Koori
people are highlighted, as well as the
documentation of examples of the sys~
temic racism and discrimination they
have faced in Victorian towns. How-
ever, the stories also provide insight into
both the challenges that Koori people
have met and conquered and the main-
tenance of Aboriginal culture.
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The many stories of despair and
triumph span a range of age groups and
experiences. Common themes relating to
children and families describe conditions
on missions and reserves, the removal
of children from their families and
communities, life on the fringes of
white society and reunification with
Aboriginal culture. Stories of survival
abound, despite the homrors to which
Koori families have been subjected.

These stories bring history alive and
allow other Australians, through the
documented experiences, to have some
insight into the effects of government
policies and community attitudes on
Koori lives, an insight which is lacking
in the mainstream education system.
The historical perspectives are solely
through Aboriginal eyes, not ‘whitefella’
history.

A number of the writers are well-
known to many Australians. These in—

clude Mollie Dyer, founder of the
Aboriginal Child Care Agency and
singer Archie Roach. Others are less
well known in the non-Aboriginal
community, but share their experiences
in many aspects of their lives. Although
the book notes that the division of life
experience into compartments is alien to
Aboriginal culture which tends to have
a more holistic view, the stories give
attention to a number of specific sub—
jects including crafts, mission life,
armed service, sporting achievements
and cultural heritage.

Some of the more negative experiences
highlight govemment control, appalling
living conditions, separation of family
members and chronic health problems.
One story tells of a family living on a
rubbish tip. Another tells of a father
only able to visit his family on a
government reserve by sneaking in
across the lake during the night. Yet
another describes constantly scavenging

for food. On the positive side, the
contributors tell of relaxed childhood
experiences, including the learning of
stories from elders.

The survival mood of the book can be
summed up in the words of John Lovett
of the Kerrupgunditjmara people:

Koori people have not only survived,
we have grown and blossomed like the
wattle with its golden bloom, like the
kangaroo apple tree with its yellow
fruit, like the 'Old Man Weed' which
grows along the river banks in the
Murray Valley area. Qur most treasured
thoughts and our achievements, both
past and present, are laid bare with a
strong sense of pride and truth..

Reviewer: Linda Freedman
Lecturer, Department of Social Work
Monash University, Victoria

Responding to Children

Chris Goddard and Robert Carew — Senior Lecturers in the Department of Social Work, Monash University, Clayton

Responding to Children provides an introduction to the complexities of child welfare
practice, concentrating on children under the age of ten years.

F'eatures

+ The history of child welfare in Australia since European settlement
» Exploration of the impact of poverty on children's welfare and

discussion of children's rights

+ A consideration of child development
+  Detailed discussion of the practice of child welfare
+ Explores particular issues such as foster care and adoption, children

in hospital, and children and divorce

+ A dctailed examination of child protection

«  Provides detailed case studies

+ Coverage of Australian and overscas research and guidance for further reading
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