
The Population Context for Australia's Children 
ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION OF AUSTRALIA: AGE LAST 

BIRTHDAY, BY SEX, 30 JUNE 1971 AND 1989 (PRELIMINARY) 
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ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION BY SEX AND SINGLE YEAR OF AGE, 
STATES AND TERRITORIES OF AUSTRALIA, 30 JUNE 1989 (PRELIMINARY) 

*v NSW. Vic. Qld SA. 

PERSONS 

WA. Tas. NT ACT. Australia 

0 
i 
2 
3 
4 

(M 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
5-9 

10 
U 
12 
13 
14 

10-14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
1519 

20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

20-24 

25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

25-29 

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
30-34 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

35-39 

40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

40-44 

87,058 
86,293 
83.949 
83.797 
84.804 

425,901 

84,435 
85,913 
S4.699 
84,056 
81,974 

421,077 

81.209 
81.949 
81,918 
83.386 
86.178 

414.640 

89.188 
93.473 
98,998 
97.937 
90,259 

469,855 

88,788 
85.431 
84.934 
85.703 
87,313 

432,169 

92.375 
94,537 
97,170 
97.970 
95,193 

477,245 

95.054 
94.519 
92.869 
92.907 
88.361 

463.710 

88,910 
89,532 
86,745 
88.859 
87,574 

441,620 

85.142 
87,692 
92.323 
79.294 
72.517 

416.968 

62,642 
62^64 
61.831 
60,648 
62,028 

309.513 

61.421 
61.725 
61.706 
61.264 
60.375 

306.491 

60.166 
61.291 
61.243 
63.121 
65,027 

310.848 

67,932 
70,958 
75,166 
78.596 
74,804 

367,456 

75,322 
71.488 
69.534 
68.151 
69.853 

354.348 

70.425 
72.558 
73.302 
74.134 
72,464 

362,883 

72.742 
70,653 
69,754 
70327 
66,943 

350,419 

66,205 
67,147 
65.000 
66.473 
65.488 

330.313 

63,202 
65,276 
68.962 
58.233 
52,994 

308.667 

40.955 
40.235 
41,371 
41.855 
42.837 

207,253 

43,125 
44,676 
43.589 
42.942 
42.081 

216,413 

42326 
42,824 
43,340 
44.411 
46.199 

219.100 

48.078 
50.102 
51.592 
52.014 
49.185 

250,971 

47.743 
46334 
45,113 
44,493 
45312 

228,795 

46,491 
47,304 
47,926 
47367 
46,681 

235.969 

46.183 
45.074 
44,363 
44359 
42.695 

222.874 

42.516 
42.947 
42.797 
43,474 
43,040 

214,774 

42,422 
42.648 
44,986 
38,499 
36,880 

205.435 

19387 
19331 
19.786 " 
19.929 
20.445 
98,778 

20,710 
20,107 
19,832 
19,506 
19,108 
99,263 

18.916 
19,122 
19354 
19.849 
20,361 
97,502 

21.023 
22.331 
23,352 
24.320 
23,615 

114,641 

23,215 
22,897 
22.118 
22,970 
22,965 

114,165 

23.689 
24,028 
24,134 
24.908 
23,960 

120,719 

23,718 
23,143 
23,010 
22.838 
21.639 

114348 

21.919 
21.992 
21,451 
21,957 
21,694 

109,013 

20.969 
21,114 
23304 
18,617 
17,567 

101,471 

24,940 
24,788 
24,726 
24,771 
25,167 

124,392 

25.001 
25.00! 
24.955 
24.186 
23.653 

122,796 

23.735 
24.112 
23.902 
24,352 
24.565 

120.666 

24,772 
26,032 
27,535 
28,298 
26,308 

132.945 

26,523 
25,840 
2 5 3 2 3 
26,165 
26,486 

130337 

27,497 
28,300 
28.369 
28.760 
27.954 

140,880 

27,606 
27,301 
26.908 
27.719 
26.147 

135,681 

26,068 
26382 
25,514 
26,159 
25,033 

129,056 

24,927 
25,003 
26378 
21,087 
19,798 

117.193 

6.848 
6.711 
6,976 
6,957 
7 3 0 1 

34.793 

7,134 
7,148 
7.185 
6.991 
6.787 

35,245 

6.900 
6.754 
6.745 
6.953 
7,180 

34,532 

7,430 
7,697 
7.950 
8,049 
7,372 

38,498 

7,422 
6.651 
6 3 5 8 
6.162 
6,436 

32,929 

6.900 
6,992 
7,356 
7.479 
7.280 

36,007 

7,287 
7.378 
7,057 
7.397 
6,811 

35,930 

6.698 
6,873 
6,755 
6,734 
6,639 

33,699 

6,421 
6.666 
7,155 
5.801 
5.366 

31.409 

3 3 0 2 
3.469 
3 3 1 4 
2,873 
2,990 

15,848 

2,941 
3,086 
3,015 
2,924 
2,833 

14,799 

2.687 
2.843 
2.646 
2.796 
2,485 

13.457 

2,608 
2.618 
2,778 
2.858 
2.771 

13.633 

2.673 
2.869 
3.073 
3 3 0 5 
3364 

15.384 

3 3 5 6 
3.352 
3.169 
3,410 
3.235 

16.422 

3,023 
3,186 
2.959 
3.135 
2,822 

15.125 

2,747 
2.610 
2,718 
2.889 
2.706 

13.670 

2,568 
2.734 
2,629 
2,387 
1,903 

12,221 

4.129 
4,140 
4 3 2 4 
4,217 
4,293 

21,003 

4,297 
4,396 
4,331 
4 3 7 3 
4,361 

21.758 

4.344 
4.421 
4 J 2 4 
4.571 
4.665 

2 2 3 2 5 

4.772 
5.007 
5.290 
5,694 
5.715 

26,478 

5,685 
5.816 
5,561 
5 3 2 5 
5,320 

27,907 

5 3 1 6 
5,251 
5,181 
5,171 
5,094 

25,913 

5,052 
4,774 
4,793 
4,821 
4,476 

23.916 

4.814 
4.918 
4.880 
4.971 
4.956 

2 4 3 3 9 

4.855 
4,977 
5344 
4,188 
3,747 

23,011 

249,161 
247331 
246,077 
245,047 
249.865 

1,237.481 

249.064 
252.052 
249.312 
246342 
241,172 

1,237,842 

240383 
243,316 
243,572 
249.439 
256.660 

1.233.270 

265.803 
278318 
292.661 
297.766 
280.029 

1,414.477 

277,371 
267326 
262.114 
262.674 
266.849 

1,336334 

275.849 
282.322 
286.607 
289,399 
281.861 

1.416.038 

280.665 
276.028 
271,713 
273.703 
259,894 

1.362,003 

259,877 
262301 
255,860 
261316 
257.130 

1.296.684 

250.506 
256.110 
270,881 
228,106 
210,772 

1.216,375 

ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION BY SEX AND AGE GROUPS, 
STATES AND TERRITORIES OF AUSTRALIA, 30 JUNE 1989: PERCENTAGES (PRELIMINARY) 

Age group NS.W. Vic. Qld SA. 
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Reprinted with permission from ABS Catalogue No. 3201.0, June 1988 and Preliminary June 1989. 
Estimated Resident Population by Sex and Age: States and Territories of Australia. 

Age NS.W. Vic. Qld SA WA Tas N T. A.C.T. Australia 
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12.648 
13342 
12,872 
64,311 

12,175 
12,461 
12,278 
12,151 
11,124 
60,189 

11,263 
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1.315 
1388 
1,044 
6.432 

851 
797 
790 
799 
730 

3,967 

688 
597 
545 
490 
455 

2,775 

380 
324 
272 
286 
20! 

1,463 

981 

277.926 

211.355 
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Born Overseas: A Background of Diversity. 
Courtesy Australian Bureau ol Statistics. Estimated Resident Population Country of Birth by Age and Sex, Australia. Catalogue No 3221.0 

T
he Australian Bureau of Statistics have published in a 
recent report that at 30 June 1989, 22.2% of the 
population of Australia was born overseas. The number of 
overseas-born persons increased 3.2% in the twelve 
months to 30 June 1989, from 3-61 million to 3.73 million. 

This growth rate is almost three times the growth rate of 1.2% for 
the Australian-born population. The large increase in the overseas-
born population lifts the overall population growth rate for the year 
1988-89 to 1.6%. 

Among countries of birth with at least 35,000 persons as at 30 
June 1989 the highest rate of population growth during 1988-89 
was recorded by those born in Hong Kong and Macao (20.0%), 
followed by the Philippines (17.3%), Malaysia (13.2%) and China 
(10.0%). The populations born in USSR, Italy, Malta and 
Netherlands have been decreasing steadily since 1981 because the 
number of deaths from a relatively aged population has been greater 
than the number gained through net migration. 

The most common country of birth of overseas-born persons was 
the United Kingdom and Ireland (1,208,300). The next nine most 
common countries of birth were New Zealand (273,900), Italy 
(267,600), Yugoslavia (165,500), Greece (148,700), Germany 
(122,300), Vietnam (108,300), Netherlands (99,500), Poland 
(72,700) and Lebanon (70,600). These top ten countries constitute 
68.1% of the total overseas-born population. 

Among the overseas-born the population born in the USSR had 
the oldest age structure, with a median age of 64.9 years. Other 
populations with older age structures were those born on Poland 
(median age 57.3 years), Italy (median age 52.5 years), and Greece 
(median age 48.7 years). The population born in Vietnam had the 
youngest age structure with a median age of 28.5 years. The 
populations born in Malaysia (median age 29.1 years) and New 
Zealand (median age 30.6 years) also had younger age structures. 

Among the ten largest overseas-born population groups, those 
born in Poland had the highest proportion over 65 years (338%), 
followed by United Kingdom and Ireland (19.2 %), Italy (18.2 %) and 
Netherlands (17.8%). Population groups born in Lebanon, New 
Zealand and Vietnam each had less than 5% aged over 65 years. For 
the Australian population as a whole 11.1% of the population is 
aged over 65 years. 

Persons born in Vietnam had the highest proportion of their 
population aged 0 to 19 years (27.2%), followed by New Zealand 
(21.8%) and Lebanon (14.4%). The percentage of the total 
Australian population aged under 20 years is 30.5%. 

The ABS Catalogue also includes the estimated resident 
population by age, sex and country of birth across all continents and 
Oceania in some detail. Figures for persons 1989 in age groups 0-4, 
5-9, 10-14 and 15-19, respectively for each group of countries 
follow. 

1,109,125 

7,691 

8,850 

44,338 

Australia 1,198,847 1,146,687 

Africa 1,981 5,558 
(Egypt, South Africa, Other) 

America 3,573 8,058 
(U.S.A., Other) 

Asia 14,820 34,393 
(China, Hong Kong & Macao, India, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Other) 

Europe 10,754 27,942 39,800 
(Germany, Greece, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, 
U.K. & Ireland, U.S.S.R., Yugoslavia, Other) 

Oceania 7,506 15,204 23,466 
(New Zealand, Other) 

PERSONS IN THE AGE GROUP 0 TO 19 YEARS 
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8,709 

12,150 

58,046 

58,566 

31,655 

iieltnd Zealand 

Country of Birth 
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