


growth and development of these families. 
This prospective approach allows for a 
greater understanding of the process of 
adoption and the meaning of adoption for 
those involved. Retrospective approaches 
tend to concentrate solely on the outcomes 
for children and look for indicators of 
success or failure in the attributes and 
characteristics of the parents and the child 
at the time of application or placement 
rather than in the process of the adoption 
from application to adulthood. 

OVERALL PLAN FOR THE 
PROJECT AND TOPICS TO BE 
INCLUDED 
The project is being carried out in two 
stages. The first stage involved a research 
interview, with their consent, for all New 
South Wales couples who had a placement 
interview prior to travelling to collect their 
adoptive child or to preparing to meet their 
adoptive child in Australia in 1988. 

In the second stage a purpose sample of 50 
families, was selected on a number of 
criteria and they are being followed up, 
initially, for one year. The fifty families 
will, with their consent, be followed up for 
a second year and may eventually form the 
nucleus of a longitudinal study. 

Topics covered in stage one of the study 
include:-

— Selection and matching criteria 
— Motivation to adopt 
— Adoptive parents' understanding of birth 

parents' motivations 
— General and specific preparation to bring 

the child into the family 
— Experiences of the adoption selection 
process 
— Activities and attitudes of adoptive 

parents towards child welfare / aid to 
children in their country of origin 

— Idealised or fantasised notions of the 
prospective adoptive child 

— Experiences of child care and 
commitment to parenting 

— Knowledge of the child's country and 
culture of origin. 

In stage two families have been or are being 
interviewed three times during the first year 
of their life together as an adoptive family. 
Topics covered in stage two of the study 
include:-

— Parents' experience of the adoption 
process, including immigration and legal 
arrangements 

— Motivation to adopt, re-examined in 
retrospect 

— Adequacy of information supplied about 
the child prior to placement 

— Parents' major hopes and plans and their 
realisation 

— Personal characteristics and attributes of 
the child including temperament and 
behaviour 

— Physical condition, health of the child 
- known at time of placement and 
subsequent developments 

— General and specific preparation to bring 
child into the family and wider network 

— Time taken from approval to placement, 
by country of origin and the effects, if 
any, on family relationships 

— Involvement of parents / family in ethnic 
or cultural groups and affairs 

— Parents' development of further 
knowledge of their child's country of 
origin, its culture, language and affairs 

— Social, cultural, racial, religious and 
linguistic differences between parents / 
child. Language(s) spoken in the home, 
are they mainly English or another 
language and are they same / different to 
child's origins 

— Parents' expectations about the physical 
characteristics, medical condition and 
temperament of the child - realisation of 
these 

— Knowledge about and understanding of 
the "mothering" received by the child 
prior to placement 

— Experiences of racism, intolerance or 
discrimination 

The major emphasis throughout the second 
stage of the study is upon the experience of 
the adoptive family as a family and within 
the wider family, community and social 
context. By meeting with the families in 
their homes for several hours on three 
occasions, about one month, five months 
and eleven months post adoption the 
researchers have an opportunity to gather 
both quantitative and qualitative data and 
to elicit information about the family as a 
dynamic and inter-acting group,identifying 
and developing strategies to deal with the 
issues and difficulties that are involved in 
inter-country, and usually inter-racial, 
adoption. 

THE REPORTING OF RESULTS 
Some delays were encountered in the 
conduct of the research project in the latter 
part of 1988 when overseas adoptions from 
Korea were postponed or delayed (the Korean 
program has subsequently been suspended). 
This delay resulted in a smaller total number 
of overseas adoptions in New South Wales 
in 1988 and therefore in a smaller group of 
respondents in stage one of the study. 

A report on the findings of stage one is now 
in the process of preparation and will be 
available in October 1989. The families 
included in stage two will not all complete 
a full year of adoption experience until the 
end of 1989. 

It is anticipated that, with the co-operation 
of the families and the continued support of 
the Department of Family and Community 
Services, that the contact with families and 
the process of data collection will extend at 
least to the end of 1990. Hopefully, it will 

extend beyond that date and may develop 
into a fully fledged longitudinal study. 
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