ESSENTIAL READING ON COSTS INCURRED WHEN
CARING FOR A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES!

It is now a guiding principle that the interests of children with disabilities are best served when they can
live and be cared for in the community — particularly in a family-based setting.

This publication examines issues that need to be considered when making an assessment of the costs of
caring for a child with disabilities in such settings. It does not give an actual estimate of the actual costs
borne to families. Rather, it aims to provide an indication of the sorts of costs one might expect families to incur.

Not only are the additional financial costs taken into account, but other areas of critical importance are
also considered. These other areas are frequently overlooked when considering the real costs of caring for
a child with a disability in a family based setting. They include the non-pecuniary costs of caring such as
income foregone, as well as the costs of restrictions, stresses and strains on the carer.

A critical component for the successful operation of family based programs is the need to reimburse families
who have “volunteered” to care for a child with disabilities.

The publication provides a fundamental guide on all the types of expenses which must be considered when
assessing appropriate levels of reimbursements to carers, if an adequate system of alternative family-based
care for children with disabilities is to be made a reality!
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