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Volume 12 No. 3 1987 Guest Editor: John Edwards 

GUEST EDITORIAL 1 
John Edwards 

THE RESPONSE TO DISASTER OF INDIVIDUALS AND 2 
FAMILIES WITHIN THEIR COMMUNITY 
Ruth Wraith and Rob Gordon 
The authors discuss three stages in the process of reaction to a natural disaster 
situation and identify the predominant experience as one of confusion. 

COMMUNITY RECOVERY FOLLOWING THE ASH 11 
WEDNESDAY BUSHFIRES 
John Hill, Helen Hill, Sue Gray 
The principles, planning and processes of disaster recovery management are 
explored by the authors. The authors identify 5 factors which are crucial to the 
effectiveness of recovery management. 

SOME CONSIDERATIONS IN PLANNING FOR AND 13 
MANAGING COMMUNITY RECOVERY FOLLOWING DISASTER 
Kerry Gartland 
In this article the author analyses some effects of disaster and what needs to be done to 
assist effective recovery. 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY RESPONSES TO DISASTER: THE 15 
LONG TERM PERSPECTIVE 
Rob Gordon and Ruth Wraith 
The authors share observations of the way families cope with the multiple and 
conflicting demands of re-establishing lifestyles after the experience of a natural disaster. 

"KILLING THE FIRE-DRAGON". RECOVERY FROM BUSHFIRES 18 
IN A SEMI-RURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Helen Hill 
A Community Development Officer shares her experience of working in a post-disaster setting. 

PERSONAL SERVICES ASSISTANCE AFTER THE SYDNEY 22 
FLOODS OF AUGUST 1986 
Allison Rowlands 
This report describes the implementation of the Personal Services aspect of the 
New South Wales Disaster Welfare Plan. 

THE MYTHS OF RESPONSE TO DISASTER BY PEOPLE AND 26 
COMMUNITIES 
Ruth Wraith and Rob Gordon 
The authors identify common myths of responses to disaster 

BOOK REVIEW WHEN DISASTER STRIKES 25 
Professor B. Raphael 

MAJOR NATURAL DISASTERS IN AUSTRALIA 1986-1987 
The contribution of the New South Wales Disaster Welfare Co-Ordinating Committee in 
providing access to Simon Kneebone's Cartoons is acknowledged with appreciation. 


