the term “non-alligned indifference” was
used to describe the community’s attitude
to children’s services, but | believe the
term could equally be applied to social
work practice itself in this field. | believe
social work has not done a sufficiently
good job of “selling” itself as having
something to offer to children and families,
and that part of that failure rests with our
seeming inability or unwillingness to be
open and honest about our assessments
and their rationales, to be willing to advoc-
ate for quality services or to align our-
selves with one viewpoint or the other
when competing opinions are juxtaposed.

Like perhaps some of you, | am an avid
watcher of “Yes Minister”. A recent epi-
sode included a segment where Bernard
was advising the Minister on the efficiency
of a particular locality citing the lowest
number of social workers per head of
population as an example. When asked if
that was good, Bernard referred to “Park-

inson’s Law of Social Work” — the number
of social problems always expands to fill
the time of the social workers available.
Whilst not subscribing to that law, it says
something of the task which social work
has ifitis to remain effective and meaning-
ful. Social workers and those involved in
family and children's services have
tended to become excellent fence-sitters,
preferring to retain.an “overview” of both
sides rather than declare our support for
either too readily. In family and childrens’
services, if social work is to play a
continuing part (as | believe it should), |
believe we have to learn to decide where
we want to be and climb off the fence,
even if we have to face the odd bull or
two in the process. Unless we can, social
work practice will grow weaker and less
relevant to most families and children.

There remain challenges and issues, both
philosophically and from a practice point
of view, for children’s and families as this
decade draws to a close. We have come

some of the way toward really establishing
a network of caring, accessible, local ser-
vices, designed by and for the families
who will use them, but we still have a long
way to go. In going on, let's make sure we
recognise that we all have something to
contribute and an enormous investment -
in terms of our family and community life -
in getting it as right as we can.

References:

1. Dickey B. No Charity Thére. Neison, Mel-
bourne, 1980, p.107.

2. Swain S.L. Selina Sutherland: Child
Rescuer. In Lake & Kelly (Eds.) Double
Time. Penguin, Australia, 1985, p.112-113.

3. Housden . The Prevention of Crueity to

.Children. Jonathon Cape, London, 1959,

p.251.

4. Child Welfare Legislation & Practice
Review, Victoria, 1985, p.11-13.

NOTES TO CONTRIBUTORS

1. Manuscripts should be typewritten on one side oniy on A4 paper, with
double spacing and wide margins. Three copies should be submitted,
and the approximate number of words stated.

2. References should be referred to in the text by giving, in brackets, the
surname of the author and should be listed in numerical order at the

end of the article, as follows:
BOOKS:

appropriate.
ARTICLES:

The Editor,

Australian Child and Family Welfare,
C/- Department of Social Work,

La Trobe University,
Plenty Road,
Bundoora, Vic.

Author’s name and initials; year of publication (in brackets);
title of book underline; publisher, page reference, if

Author’s name and initials; date of publication (in brackets);
title of article; abbreviated title of journal underiined;
volume and number.

3. Footnotes should be kept to 8 minimum.
4. Each article should be prefaced with a brief resume.

5. Contributors are invited to submit a brief biographical note and a
current photograph suitable for printing.

6. All manuscripts submitted will be reviewed by three referees.
Manuscripts may be accepted for publication, returned for revision
or rejected. The Editor’s decision is final.

7. All manuscripts and editorial communications should be addressed to:

All Book Reviews should be addressed to: The Book Review Editor, at the

above address.

8. All rights of reproduction are strictly reserved.

P
N

KB

19





