
is a message in it for the ex
perimental researcher. 

"The approach we have offered 
. . . enshrines all the problems of 
sociological theory. At one level the 
concepts add sophistication to a 
cosy, fact-gathering empiricism 
while allowing at another level inter
relationships to be drawn between 
components of the social struc
ture." (p. 247) 

"Comparative Studies" 

This is an important book, not 
for the layman to be sure — it is too 
advanced, but for policy makers, 
child welfare professionals, ad
ministrators and of course students. 

The editors press for comparative 
studies in residential establishments. 

Their very variety, numbers, pur
poses, and auspices make this 
desirable. Peter Moss, in his over
view of residential care of children, 
notes that there are 4,278 residential 
units alone in the fields of child 
care, education and hospital; to say 
nothing of facilities for adults. Few 
of them appear to operate alike but 
some are clearly run better and offer 
more satisfying experiences to their 
users than others. And why are 
some so much better? Well, of cour
se, that is why we instigate research, 
we want to find out. The fact that 
the literature in this field is begin
ning to expand is to be wholly 
welcomed. In child care, especially 
during the "Bowlby period", 
residential care was demoted in the 
hierarchy of care alternatives. Now 
perhaps, with the aid of studies such 
as those here presented, we can start 
taking a less jaundiced view and 
begin to sort out those that can be 
made to be useful from those which 
cannot. What is particularly 
pleasing too about these researches 
is that they are pieces of applied 
research, problem-centred, with the 
implicit, if not actually explicit, ob
jectives of making the world for 
some less-fortunates a better place. 

P. Boss 
Monash University. 

"Kids with 

Learning 

problems" 

THE CHILD WITH LEARNING 
DISABILITIES AND GUIDANCE 
ANDERSON, Robert P. 

Boston: Houghton Mifflin Com
pany 1970pp. 83 

Over the last decade or so there 
has been an increasing interest 
shown, both by lay and professional 
persons, in the field of learning 
disability. Despite all the attention 
devoted to research, assessment and 
development of remedial procedures 
the area of learning disability 
remains one characterised by con
fusion and disagreement amongst 
workers in the field. 

The author's purpose in writing 
this book is to provide counsellors 
and teachers with an overview of 
learning disabilities. In a book of 
this size it is impossible to 
adequately cover the topic, and the 
author's bias towards a clinically 
oriented view of learning disabilities 
with a neuropsychogenic ex
planation, to a degree, prevent the 
author's aim being achieved. 

"Learning Disability" 

The book is divided into five 
chapters with the initial chapter 
dealing with the difficulties involved 
in the use of the label "learning 
disability". Anderson notes that 
there are presently at least 50 
descriptive labels in current use to 
describe the learning disability syn
drome. He briefly discusses medical 
aspects of the learning disability 
syndrome and describes disorders of 
learning in the areas of language 
development, reading, written 
language, arithmetic, perceptual 
m o t o r d e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
behavioural-emotional charac
teristics of children with a minimal 

brain dysfunction which the author 
equates with learning disability. 

The second chapter describes the 
process of diagnosis and evaluation 
and describes some of the more 
commonly used tests — W.I.S.C., 
Bender Gestalt Test of Visual Per
ception, I.T.P.A. and tests of 
achievement. The important role of 
the early grade teacher is pointed 
out in recognizing the child with a 
learning disability. 

Vote 
The role of the counsellor is 

looked at in three areas — in
terpretation to, and counselling of 
parents and teachers; working with 
the child; and co-ordinating con
sultant services. Some of the dif
ficulties involved in working in these 
areas are discussed and an attempt is 
made to describe three frameworks 
for interpretation — 

1. neurological-maturational. 
2. psychogenic, and 
3. neuropsychogenic. 

In the fourth and fifth chapters 
various ways of providing remedial 
educational opportunities and 
vocational planning are discussed. 
The suggestions offered regarding 
goals and principles in program 
development appear to be ap
propriate for all children. The 
mastery of facts and abilities to 
enable the student to survive in a 
competitive society, the use of the 
classroom as an ego building 
therapeutic tool, the school serving 
as a reality dispenser are concepts 
equally applicable to all schools and 
children. 

Despite the author's bias, 
previously noted, and the almost 
total lack of discussion regarding 
the usefulness or otherwise of the 
label "learning disability" or 
"minimal brain dysfunction" this 
book does provide a useful in
troduction to the area of learning 
disability for teachers and other 
professionals. 

JAMESA.CLIFT, 
Counselling, Guidance 
& Clinical Services, 
Boronia. 
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