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war, displacement and detention, children with disabilities,
educational needs and family reunification. They argue for
child centred laws and policies that enable decision makers
to respond flexibly to individual circumstances.

The contributors are as follows:

Chapter 6 Defining Refugee Youth Settlement and Why it Mat-
ters, Sandy Gifford and Edmee Kenny

Chapter 7 ‘I Might be OK but Don’t Leave Me Alone’:
How Young People From Refugee Backgrounds View Settlement,
Margaret Piper AM, Mitra Khakbaz and Soo-Lin Quek

Chapter 8 Settling Well? An Examination of the Settlement
Experience of Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors in Aus-
tralia, Carmel Guerra, Soo- Lin Quek and Mary Anne Kenny

Chapter 9 Trauma and Recovery – The Mental Health of
Young People from Refugee Backgrounds, Louise Newman AM
and Ann Locarnini

Chapter 10 The Health Story, Cathy Preston-Thomas
Chapter 11 Deaf Children and Youth from Refugee

Backgrounds: Pressing Issues and Possible Solutions, Louisa
Willoughby

Chapter 12 The Education of Refugee-Background Students
in Australian Schools, Joel Windle

Chapter 13 Refugee and Asylum Seeking Children and Fam-
ily Reunion in Australia, Mary Ann Kenny and Ali Mojtahedi

Chapter 14 Citizens in their Own Right: Achieving Ad-
equate Recognition of Children in Australia’s Immigration
and Citizenship Framework, Kim Rubenstein and Jacqueline
Field

I recommend this book to anyone with an interest in the
mass movement of refugees across the world and particu-
larly in Australia. I would love our politicians to read this
book without overlaying the information with short-term
political expediency. Professionals working for the better-
ment of children with refugee backgrounds will really appre-
ciate the wealth of easily readable and digestible information
brought together in this book. It will assist policy makers
and professionals to conduct their segments of work with
these children and young people within the wider complex
context that has brought them to their attention.
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The authors of Improving access to further and higher ed-
ucation for young people in public care: European policy
and practise report on findings from a major European re-
search project that aimed to increase participation in post-
compulsory and higher education for young people in out-
of-home care (referred to as ‘looked after children’ in Eng-
land). Young People in Public Care: Pathways to Education
in Europe (YiPPEE) is the first ever cross-national study that
focussed on the post-compulsory schooling age educational
needs of young people in care. Based on the largest in-depth
interview sample undertaken in Europe thus far, it traces the
experiences of young people in care and their progression
into further and higher education across five countries.

The first author, Sonia Jackson, is not new to leading pi-
oneering research. Despite research indicating that the edu-
cational attainment of young people in care is considerably
low in jurisdictions that assume the responsibility for chil-
dren who lack parental care, their education has attracted
little attention world-wide. Sonia Jackson first led research
into the education of children in care, specifically their par-
ticipation in higher education, more than a decade ago with
a 5-year longitudinal study of university students who had

a care background in England. Owing to the findings of
that study along with a tireless decade long campaign, Sonia
managed to stimulate political interest in the education of
children in care. Sonia has written or contributed to more
than 80 publications on this topic. Her work has been heav-
ily cited in countries such as the United States, Canada and
Australia. The idea of the YiPPEE project has arisen from
this pioneering study.

The second author, Claire Cameron, has also published
widely in this area. She has led several national and cross-
national studies of children and young people in care and
coordinated the YiPPEE project.

Sonia and Claire’s inspiration to establish the YiPPEE
project was based on research findings that suggested: (a)
some care leavers had possessed exceptional motivation to
obtain higher education; (b) that they needed a very high
degree of assistance to overcome obstacles; and (c) that their
future employment, health, income and social integration
have a close relationship with their educational attainment.

In addition to England, the other countries in the
consortium were Denmark, Hungary, Spain and Sweden.
The overall objectives of the project were to investigate
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educational pathways of young people in care across these
five European Union (EU) countries, and to consider ways
in which to retain and encourage their participation in ed-
ucation after the compulsory schooling age.

The findings of the project are comprehensive. The study
established a baseline of post-compulsory educational par-
ticipation of young people in care across the five countries.
Factors within the education and care systems that facili-
tated entry and retention of these young people in post-
compulsory education were identified for each of the coun-
tries. Furthermore, it provided a comparison of national
policies and procedures relating to this group as well as
other young people considered ‘at risk’.

The book consists of 10 chapters, with a chapter dedi-
cated to describing the projects in each individual country.
Chapter 1 explains the rationale for the project and how
it fits within EU policy on social inclusion, especially with
regard to young people. Chapter 2 examines the ways in
which the welfare regimes in each country impact on chil-
dren and young people in care. Chapter 3 details the overall
design and methods of the research, including the neces-
sary variations that had been made because of organisa-
tional and service differences between countries. Chapters
4 to 8 report on the findings separately for each country.
Each chapter provides a brief description of the country,
the policy and legislative frameworks of the care and edu-

cation provided for children who live in out-of-home care,
and the project itself. These chapters set the backdrop for
understanding the findings and their implications for each
country.

Chapter 9 examines the similarities and differences be-
tween countries with regard to their young people’s transi-
tion to adulthood, with a focus on their educational path-
ways and outcomes. It examines how these are influenced
by policy, legislation, administrative arrangements and cul-
tural factors. Finally, chapter 10 considers how the aim of
the YiPPEE project could be taken forward to enable more
young people in care to participate in further and higher
education so that they can benefit from education in similar
ways to their peers who have their own families to nurture
and support them into adulthood.

In essence, the authors discuss how educational oppor-
tunities of children in care can be significantly enhanced by
improvements in policy and practise in each of the five coun-
tries. This discussion provides a guiding structure against
which to appraise our own out-of-home care system and
develop ways in which to improve the educational oppor-
tunities for Australian children in care. As such, it is an
essential read for Australian researchers, policy-makers and
politicians alike. The book is also useful for all social and
community workers and educationalists who are involved
in the lives of children in care.
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Young people transitioning from out-of-home care OOHC
explores the most up-to-date research both in Australia and
internationally regarding youth leaving the Out of Home
Care (OOHC) system. The editors, Philip Mendes and
Pamela Snow, are leading experts in this field, between them
having co-authored or authored over 200 publications, in-
cluding peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters and
edited books. They have previously collaborated on leaving
care research, with specific foci on youth justice and disabil-
ity clients as they leave care. The progression to co-editing
this book was a natural outcome.

The current volume comprises 20 chapters from 43
contributors internationally, including Australia, Northern
Ireland, Germany, UK, Scandinavia, Argentina, Vietnam,
South Africa and Eastern Europe. The diversity of contrib-
utors and countries allows for detailed international evalu-
ation and comparison. A particular difficulty of embedding
and understanding policy research is being able to make

meaningful comparisons of international and local data.
This book has managed to bring together a vast array of
research so meaningful comparisons and conclusions can
be drawn, not least of which suggests that care leavers are
a particularly vulnerable group who have poorer outcomes
than their peers who were not living within the care sys-
tem. The one policy reform, however, that seems to make
a significant difference to the population is an extension of
the care leaving age, or an extension of time during which a
young person may remain in their placement to 21 years of
age or older.

Young People Transitioning from OOHC is divided into
four sections, with part one examining particularly vul-
nerable groups within an already vulnerable group. This
section evaluates current research looking at those young
people in the care system who are also in the correctional
systems and those with an intellectual or physical disability.
Chapter one, The double-bind: Looked after children, care
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