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BOOK REVIEWS

Law and childhood studies. Current legal issues
volume 14
Michael Freeman (ed.). Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN 078-0-19-965250-1. 590 pp.
Reviewed by Dr Frank Ainsworth, Senior Principal Research Fellow (Adjunct), School of Social Work and Community Welfare,
James Cook University, Townsville Campus, Queensland.
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The 31 papers in this volume are largely drawn from the 14th
Annual International Interdisciplinary Colloquium held at
the Law School of University College, London, in 2010.

Like all volumes of this kind that contain a diverse range
of papers of varying quality, it is not easy to review. A good
starting point is Freeman’s own contribution in which he
articulates an argument for a ‘sociology of children’s right’;
that is, forward looking and persuasive.

Of similar merit is the paper by John Tobin from the Mel-
bourne Law School ‘Courts and the construction of child-
hood: A new way of thinking’. In this paper Tobin sets out
the three models of childhood that have shaped current le-
gal thinking. These are the proprietary model, the welfare
model (that underlies most Australia child protection legis-
lation) and the rights based model. This is, by far, the most
thorough presentation of the three models and the implica-
tions for the Courts of adopting the rights based model that
I have had the benefit of reading.

Another Australian contribution is from Ben Matthews
from the Faculty of Law at Queensland University of Tech-
nology. His contribution is titled ‘Exploring the contested
role of mandatory reporting law in identification of severe

child abuse and neglect’. This is a very comprehensive ex-
amination of all the available data on this topic from across
Australia. In that respect it is an invaluable source of infor-
mation for anyone interested in the effectiveness, or other-
wise, of mandatory reporting laws.

The third Australian contribution is from Bronwyn Nay-
lor and Bernadette Saunders from both Law and Social
Work at Monash University whose paper ‘Parental disci-
pline, criminal law and responsive regulation’ will certainly
be of interest to many readers of Children Australia.

Other papers are about domestic violence, children’s sex-
ual behaviour and criminal law, disability, health research,
family law and parental relocation, as well as there being
many more rich topics. There is also much about the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and European human
rights legislation that may have implications for childrens’
rights.

Papers from countries such as Bangladesh, Nigeria and
Tanzania, as well as a paper that discusses issues from an
Israeli–Palestinian perspective, make up the volume and
are of interest, but possibly to only a limited number of
readers.

Rethinking Matching in Adoptions from Care
David Quinton, (2012), Publisher: British Association for Adoption and Fostering, London, Paperback,
London, ISBN 978 1 907585 23 4, Price, £ 14.95 + £ 4.00 p&p, 130 pp.
Reviewed by Jennifer L Hocking, BA, Dip Soc Studs
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David Quinton is the Emeritus Professor of Psychological
Development in the School of Policy Studies at the
University of Bristol and founder of the Hadley Centre
for Adoption and Foster Care Studies. In his recent book,
Rethinking Matching in Adoptions from Care, Quinton pro-
vides a commentary of the knowledge base, research, skills

and tools used in making adoptive placements for children
‘from care’. (Note: the references are more akin to per-
manent care or kinship placements within the Australian
context).

Quinton defines the ‘matching’ process as one ‘which
tries to put parents who have unique characteristics and
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