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contributions and their forbearance in reshaping their keynote
addresses for publication in this special issue. Professor Alan
Hayes, Dr Philip Mendes, Professor Cathy Humphreys,
A/Professor Sue Green, A/Professor Eileen Baldry and Dr
Patricia Hansen have provided expert commentary on
individual papers and I thank them for bringing their insights
to the issues and themes explored. Special thanks are due to
the reviewers for their valued contribution.

Dr Elizabeth Fernandez
Associate Professor

School of Social Sciences and International Relations
University of New South Wales
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Welcome to this special edition of Children Australia devoted to the keynote addresses and discussant responses at the Association
of Children's Welfare Agencies (ACWA) conference in August 2008, ACWA being the peak body for Child and Family welfare
agencies in NSW.

The conference is held every two years and is now widely regarded as a major event on the calendar for child and family
practitioners, policy personnel, researchers and academics in Australasia. The 2008 conference was also a celebratory affair as it
coincided with the 50th anniversary of ACWA.

More than 1000 delegates from across Australia and internationally attended over the 3 days with the opportunity to choose from
over 60 sessions including keynotes addresses, workshops, papers and master classes. On the third day participants could also
register for the Management and Leadership Institute, which focused on climate change and the community sector and took the
form of a colloquium chaired by Dr. Jennifer Lehmann from La Trobe University Bendigo and included a number of recognised
experts on the issue. The theme was chosen to bring to the fore a topic that, whilst high on the national and international agenda, has
largely occupied the personal discourse within the context of the community services sector workplace.

The overall theme of the '08 conference was Responding to Children, Young People and Families in a Civil Society, broken down
into four sub-themes, Social Disadvantage, Safety & Wellbeing, Building Community Capacity and Out of Home Care. The major
theme and sub-themes were chosen in synergy with ACWA's strategic direction and in an effort to broaden the discussion around
child protection as it is being played out nationally and internationally at the present time.

We were heartened by the eminence of the international and national speakers that accepted our invitation to present as their specific
areas of expertise allowed for a tapestry of views seldom assembled at one conference. We were determined that our conversations
would be broad and capture the larger vision of child well-being, as a necessary starting point if we are to truly tackle the vexed
question of child protection at the highly publicised and politicised 'pointy end' that is statutory child protection. In the NSW
context and the recently released Wood Report, the influence of these conference messages is already making itself felt.

The legacy of conferences such ACWA08 cannot be underestimated and to have this compendium is a bonus which will hopefully
become a must read for anyone who aspires to improve the long-term circumstances of children and families in this country.

Our thanks to all the contributors - not only those included within these pages, but all who participated in ACWA08.
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