Children

~ Female genital mutilation
Challenges for child welfare in an Australian context

* Mental health consultation
Stages in the cpnsultatlon process

Through the wall
An address to practitioners at a forum
~ on the Working Together Strategy

The construction of childhood at the end of the millennium
A clash of adult symbols




Children Australia
Volume 25 2000

Children Australia is a quarterly journal which aims to provide an opportunity for service providers, academics and
others concerned with children and families to report on their work, to raise issues and to share their views.

The opinions expressed in Children Australia are those of its contributors and are therefore not necessarily those of

the Editor or members of the editorial board.

EDITOR: Lloyd Owen EDITORIAL ASSISTANT :  Dr Tony Lunken, Research Associate
Senior Lecturer Dept of Social Work & Social Policy
Dept of Social Work & Social Policy La Trobe University
La Trobe University
SUB EDITOR & Larraine Redshaw
BOOK REVIEW EDITOR: Dr June Allan SUBSCRIPTIONS ¢/- Oz Child, Dandenong
Senior Lecturer
School of Secial Science & Planning
RMIT
NATIONAL EDITORIAL BOARD
ACT TASMANIA
Dr Howard Bath Ms Scilla Weber
Director Consultant for Policy and Project Manogement

Thomas Wright Institute

NEW SOUTH WALES

Dr Elizabeth Fernandez

Senior Lecturer, School of Social Work
University of New South Wales

NORTHERN TERRITORY

Dr Sharon McCallum

Senior Lecturer, Social Work
Faculty of Law, Arls & Business
Northern Territory University

QUEENSLAND

Ms Chris-Maree Sultmann

Program Development Co-ordinator

Office of Child Protection

Department of Families, Youth & Community Care

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Dr Freda Briggs

Professor of Child Development
School of Psychology

University of South Australia

Child, Youth and Family Support
Department of Health and Human Services

VICTORIA

Ms Margarita Frederico

Senior Lecturer

Department of Social Work & Social Policy
Lo Trobe University

Dr Chris Goddard
Director, Child Abuse and Family Violence Unit
Monash University

Dr Tom Keating

Pro Vice Chancellor and

Head of Campus (Albury/Wodongaj
Lo Trobe University

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Dr Frank Ainsworth

Senior Lecturer

Dept of Community Services & Social Sciences
Joondolup Campus

Edith Cowan University

ADVISER, ASIA PACIFIC REGION
Dr Jinchao Yao

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2000
Standard $57.75
Student $42.00

{above subscriptions include 10% GST component
on July-December 2000 portion of subscription)

Overseas $75.00

© Children Australia  I1SSN 1035-0772

ENQUIRIES

For subscription enquiries, or to advise change
of address, please contact:

Larraine Redshaw, c/- Oz Child,

PO Box 7020, Dandenong, Vic 3175

Tel: (03) 9791 5423 Fax: (03) 9792 1550

Email: ChildrenAustralia@latrobe.edu.av

Printed by XL Colour Printing



mailto:ChildrenAustralia@latrobe.edu.au

Children Australia Volume 25, Ho. 1

CONTENTS

EAItOMIAl......eeeeeieeiiiereeerreen s isvrrerrs e essbeeeees s s s rer s seeesssssessssssssnnaasesssasansenssnssnsanans 2

Resignation, radicalism or realiSim ........ccocceveirriircicc e see e e see e senes 4
What role for non-government agencies in the changing
context of child and family welfare

Jon O’'Brien

Contemporary COMMENL ..........ccceeceerreereerteesieereesteeseessereasesseessuenssesrseesserssssrsseessases 10
Mandatory sentencing: Justice for young indigenous people

Judith Bessant

Female genital MULAION ..........coocieiieiinirirrtcre et e sese e e snesneeene 14

Challenges for child welfare in an Australian context
lan Patrick and Anne Markiewicz

Mental health CONSURAtION.........cccuviiiiiicieiiiiiiecccireeeee e srearreeseeecessessssssnnnee 21
Stages in the consultation process
Jennifer J. Luntz

Through the Wall...........ccoiiiecieiee e ae s ae s e e s e e s aas 27
An address to practitioners at a forum on the Working Together Strategy

Paul McDonald

BOOK FEVIEWS ....c.eeeieiieriieineseessesene st ssteseessesee st s e e e st e sraesene s s st e snesneenaeassnnsnnaesas 33

@ Away from home, by Helen Craig & Lisa Crosbie

13 | will remember these things forever: children and young people give
creative voice to their experience of grief, by Julie Edwards & Nicole Rotaru

[ Cries unheard: the story of Mary Bell, by Gitta Sereny

Not the last word: point and Counterpoint...........c.cceciriireriesreecierenineereeeseesreesseresenes 37
The construction of childhood at the end of the millennium: A clash of adult symbols
Chris Goddard

e financial support of the
» The fi ial fth
) & La Trobe University Publications
Qo z Committee is gratefully acknowledged
£ | orciid Che A LA TROBE
z Child: Children Australia
® .
Chlld 1s gratefully acknowledged ﬁ B ONIVERSITY

UNIVERSITY

CHILDREN AUSTRALIA



