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(Our Challenge - A Regional Network)
Objective:
Through exchange of experiences and exposure to innovative thinking about the
welfare of children, participants will establish regional networks ot support.

Workshop Topics:

. Tourism-Negative/Positive impact on region's children

. Child Disability-War, Disease, Accident

. Ethaic Minorities-Empowerment, Economic,Cultural, Political
. Health-Nutritional, Environmental, Infrastructural

. Developmental Projects-Finance, Priority, Skills, Personal

. Cultural Diversity-Language, Geography, Customs

. Child Exploitation-Labour, Sex, Education
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REGISTRATION BROCHURES
IFCW Asia Pacific Regional Conference
are now available

These can be obtained by telephoning Somerville Community Services (08%) 451533 (Ronda Rankins),

Conference Sponsors
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You'll Never Never Know If You Never Never Go




Oz Child
Information Service

The Oz Child Information Service (formerly NCBA Information Service) is a comprehensive, efficient
and personalised service designed specifically to meet the information needs of human service
professionals, researchers and managers in the field of child and family welfare. It provides
up-to-date information, which is targeted, in-depth and easily accessible.

The Service has been operating since 1983, and has built up a valuable and significant
collection and a solid reputation for the provision of an efficient and speedy response to the
needs of its clients.

In addition to the approximately 180 workers within Oz Child, the Information Service also
provides for the information needs of over one hundred extemal subscribers, agencies and
individuals, located throughout Australia. The Service is specifically designed to assist
workers and students in remote areas.

The key aim of the Oz Child Information Service is to provide access to current and useful
information, as quickly and simply as possible, to anyone working with children and
families or studying in this area.

The Collection

¢ Joumals - there are approximately 120 journal subscriptions, from Australia and
overseas, and since the service began, the abstracts of all relevant articles have been
added to the Service's database, thus building a very strong information resource. The
journal collection includes some material which is held nowhere else in Victoria, and in a
few cases, in Australia. Back issues of all journals acquired by the Service are retained
and their contents accessible via the database.

® Books - this is a very targeted collection of 5000 books which provides a solid
complement to the journals. All books are available for loan.

e Videos - a wide range of subject areas are included in this collection of around 250
videos. All are available for loan.

The subject areas covered in all parts of the collection include the following:

» chitd abuse/protection « child/family legol issues » adoption/fostering/substitute care
» child development + child/adolescent psychology » family counselling/psychotherapy
» early chiidhood » child rearing and parenting » social work/management

» domestic viclence » family refationships » child health/disabilities

The Services

Information Service subscribers are located throughout Australia, some as far away as Western
Australia and far north Queensland. Therefore, the services are provided almost entirely by
telephone, mail and fax.

NEXUS is the Information Service's principal vehicle for the dissemination of information. It is
a monthly publication which contains abstracts, created by the Information Service staff, of
over 200 articles drawn from the current issues of journals from Australia and overseas. These
abstracts are grouped under broad subject categories, and each has a number of keywords
attached so that readers can quickly ascertain which articles may be relevant to their work or
study. Photocopies of the full text of the selected articles can then be requested.

Books and Videos recently added to the collection are listed in Nexus, or special subject lists.

Database searches - can be requested by subscribers who want information on specific topics.
A search is then performed on the total database which includes, as well as all books and
videos, the cumulated resource of journal articles indexed for Nexus over many years. For
example, a subscriber may request material on the effects of divorce on children - a database
search would be conducted and a printout of the abstracts of all relevant material held in the
collection would be produced. As with Nexus, the requestor can then ask for the full text of
the articles, or borrow the books/videos which best meet his/her needs.








